The impact of personality disorders on alcohol-use outcomes in a pharmacotherapy trial for alcohol dependence and comorbid Axis I disorders.
Although antisocial and borderline personality disorders frequently co-occur with alcohol dependence and other Axis I disorders, their effect on alcohol use outcomes in context of pharmacotherapy remains unclear. Patients with Major Axis I disorders, including alcohol dependence, and diagnosis of antisocial (ASPD) or borderline personality disorder (BPD) were enrolled in a 12-week medication trial for treatment of their alcohol dependence. Everyone was randomized to one of four cells: naltrexone alone, placebo alone, open label disulfiram and naltrexone, or open label disulfiram and placebo. Outcome measures included scales for alcohol use and craving. Data were analyzed comparing patients with ASPD vs. those without, and patients with BPD vs. those without. Diagnosis of personality disorder did not adversely affect alcohol outcomes, and patients with ASPD or BPD did not have a poorer response to medication than patients without diagnosis of ASPD or BPD. The findings suggest that naltrexone and disulfiram can be safely and effectively used with patients who have comorbid diagnoses of Axis I and Axis II disorders.